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1. TO THEIR GREAT SURPRISE AND DELIGHT THE BAPTIST MID MISSION 
FINDS ITSELF IN THE HAPPY POSITION OP BEING ABLE TO REMAIN IN 
THE CAE ON ITS OWN TERMS. ON MAY 28 THE HEAD OF THE MID MISSION, 

REV. KNUTE ORTON WAS RECEIVED BY THE INTERIOR MINISTER. THE 
MINISTER, SAID THAT IT WAS THE GOCAE'S DESIRE THAT THE MISSIONARIES 
REMAIN IN THE COUNTRY AND CONTINUE THEIR SOCIAL AND EVANGELICAL 
WORK AS IN THE PAST. THEY WOULD BE FREE TO OPERATE ENTIRELY 
INDEPENDENTLY AND NO NATIONAL ORGANIZATION WOULD BE IMPOSED ON 
THEM. THE GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO AGREED TO AUTHORIZE THE MISSION 
TO HAVE ITS OWN PLANE BASED AT IPPY, AND A NETWORK OF RADIOS 
LINKING THE VARIOUS MISSION STATIONS. 

2. THE MEETING WITH THE INTERIOR MINISTER FOLLOWED A SOMEWHAT 
CONFUSING ANNOUNCEMENT ON CENTRAL AFRICAN RADIO THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT HAD DISSOLVED THE NATIONAL BAPTIST FEDERATION. IT WAS 
WIDELY ASSUMED BOTH IN BANGUI AND UP COUNTRY THAT THE MID MISSION 
WAS BEING THROWN OUT. IN FACT, THE ASSOCIATION WHICH WAS 
DISSOLVED WAS THAT OF THE DISSIDENT PASTORS CREATED TWO YEARS 
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AGO AND AGAINST WHOM THE MID MISSION HAD BEEN FIGHTING. THE 
DISSOLUTION, WHICH PLEASES THE MID MISSION, WILL BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY A RETURN OF SEIZED PROPERTY AT OUANGO AND BANGASSOU. 

3. HAVING ACHIEVED ALL THEIR DEMANDS, THE BAPTISTS HAVE NOW 
DECIDED TO STAY. ONLY THREE PAMILIES, WHO HAD ALREADY DECIDED 
TO LEAVE THE FIELD, HAVE LEFT AND NO FURTHER WITHDRAWALS ARE 
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PLANNED; IN FACT, A MODEST EXPANSION OF BAPTIST ACTIVITIES WILL 
NOW TAKE PLACE. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS NOT ALTOGETHER CLEAR WHY THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
COME DOWN SO FIRMLY ON THE BAPTISTS' SIDE. REPORTEDLY EORMER 
PRESIDENT DACKO INTERCEDED WITH THE EMPEROR ON THEIR BEHALF. 

THERE WAS PROBABLY SOME CONCERN AT THE POTENTIAL LOSS OF VALUABLE 
MEDICAL FACILITIES, WHICH WOULD HAVE COLLAPSED HAD THE BAPTISTS 
LEFT. FINALLY THE GOVERNMENT HAD APPARENTLY RECEIVED WORD THAT 
THE DISSIDENT PASTORS AT BANGASSOU HAD BEEN ORGANIZING ANTI- 
WHITE AND ANTI-MISSIONARY DEMONSTRATIONS. POLITICAL ACTIVITY OF 
THIS KIND IS ANATHEMA TO THE GOVERNMENT, AND IT UNDOUBTEDLY 
WANTED TO PREVENT ANY FURTHER ACTIVITIES OF THIS KIND. 

5. ALTHOUGH THE MISSIONARIES HAVE WON A NOTABLE VICTORY AND 
NOW EVIDENTLY HAVE THE GOVERNMENT ON THEIR SIDE, THERE IS STILL 
SOME CAUSE FOR CONCERN. BOTH THE BANGUI PASTORS, WHO HAVE BEEN 
OVERRULED IN THEIR EFFORTS TO GET CONTROL OVER THE MISSIONARIES, 

AND THE DISSIDENTS IN BANGASSOU WILL BE BITTER AT THEIR DEFEAT. 

THEY WILL BE BIDING THEIR TIME TO FIND NEW WAYS TO STRIKE AT 

THE MID MISSION'S ACTIVITIES. THE BAPTISTS REALIZE THEY ARE 
VULNERABLE TO CRITICISM ON A NUMBER OF POINTS AND NOW SAY THEY 
HAVE EVERY INTENTION OF ACCELERATING THE PACE OF AFRICANIZATION. 

IF THEY DO THEY WILL MINIMIZE THE LIKLIHOOD OF INCIDENTS IN THE 
FUTURE; IF NOT, THEIR VICTORY MAY TURN OUT TO BE EPHEMERAL. 
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